Wednesday Readings
World’s Hatred of Truth
(ESV unless noted)

1 Kings 19:1 (to done), 3 ke (to life), 9-10 he
Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done... he was afraid, and he arose and
ran for his life...

...he came to a cave and lodged in it. And behold, the word of the LORD
came to him, and he said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He
said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the
people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and
killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they
seek my life, to take it away.”

John 15:19 (MSG)

If you lived on the world’s terms, the world would love you as one of its
own. But since I picked you to live on God’s terms and no longer on the
world’s terms, the world is going to hate you.

Mark 8:27-30 Jesus, 31-33 (ESV), 34-35 (MSQ)

...Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And
on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that [ am?” And they
told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the
prophets.” And he asked them, “But who do you say that [ am?” Peter
answered him, “You are the Christ.” And he strictly charged them to tell no
one about him.

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things
and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be
killed, and after three days rise again. And he said this plainly. And Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and seeing his
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not
setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”

Calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, “Anyone who intends to
come with me has to let me lead. You’re not in the driver’s seat; / am. Don’t
run from suffering; embrace it. Follow me and I’ll show you how. Self-help
is no help at all. Self-sacrifice is the way, my way, to saving yourself, your
true self.



John 16:1-4

I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. They will
put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever
kills you will think he 1s offering service to God. And they will do these
things because they have not known the Father, nor me. But I have said
these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I
told them to you.

John 15:20 (to you.), 24-25 (MSG)
Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his
master.” If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.

...they saw the God-signs and hated anyway, both me and my Father.
Interesting—they have verified the truth of their own Scriptures where it is
written, ‘They hated me for no good reason.’

Isaiah 53:3, 5 upon

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we
esteemed him not. ... upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed.

1 John 3:13 (MSGQG)
So don’t be surprised, friends, when the world hates you. This has been
going on a long time.

Romans 8:7-8 the
...the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to
God's law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

Galatians 1:1 (to Father), 2 To, 6-7, 10 am

Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ
and God the Father...

To the churches of Galatia:

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the
grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—not that there is



another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the
gospel of Christ.

...am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to
please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of
Christ.

John 16:32-33

Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered,
each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the
Father is with me. I have said these things to you, that in me you may have
peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; [ have
overcome the world.”

Romans 8:35, 37

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? No, in all
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.

Matthew 5:43-48 (to identity) (MSG)

You’re familiar with the old written law, ‘Love your friend,” and its
unwritten companion, ‘Hate your enemy.” I’'m challenging that. I’'m telling
you to love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst.
When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the energies of prayer,
for then you are working out of your true selves, your God-created selves.
This 1s what God does. He gives his best—the sun to warm and the rain to
nourish—to everyone, regardless: the good and bad, the nice and nasty. If all
you do is love the lovable, do you expect a bonus? Anybody can do that. If
you simply say hello to those who greet you, do you expect a medal? Any
run-of-the-mill sinner does that.

“In a word, what I’m saying is, Grow up. You’re kingdom subjects. Now
live like it. Live out your God-created identity.

Matthew 10:38-39 (MSQG)

If you don’t go all the way with me, through thick and thin, you don’t
deserve me. If your first concern is to look after yourself, you’ll never find
yourself. But if you forget about yourself and look to me, you’ll find both
yourself and me.



Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures
By Mary Baker Eddy

132:14

The Pharisees of old thrust the spiritual idea and the man who lived it out of
their synagogues, and retained their materialistic beliefs about God. Jesus’
system of healing received no aid nor approval from other sanitary or
religious systems, from doctrines of physics or of divinity; and it has not yet
been generally accepted. To-day, as of yore, unconscious of the reappearing
of the spiritual idea, blind belief shuts the door upon it, and condemns the
cure of the sick and sinning if it is wrought on any but a material and a
doctrinal theory. Anticipating this rejection of idealism, of the true idea of
God, — this salvation from all error, physical and mental, — Jesus asked,
“When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?”

4:22

We reach the Science of Christianity through demonstration of the divine
nature; but in this wicked world goodness will “be evil spoken of,” and
patience must bring experience.

330:2

Until the author of this book learned the vastness of Christian Science, the
fixedness of mortal illusions, and the human hatred of Truth, she cherished
sanguine hopes that Christian Science would meet with immediate and
universal acceptance.

91:9-10 (to;)
It 1s difficult for the sinner to accept divine Science, because Science
exposes his nothingness;

514:10-18

Moral courage is “the lion of the tribe of Juda,” the king of the mental realm.
Free and fearless it roams in the forest. Undisturbed it lies in the open field,
or rests in “green pastures, . . . beside the still waters.” In the figurative
transmission from the divine thought to the human, diligence, promptness,
and perseverance are likened to “the cattle upon a thousand hills.” They
carry the baggage of stern resolve, and keep pace with highest purpose.

451:2-4



Christian Scientists must live under the constant pressure of the apostolic
command to come out from the material world and be separate.

238:6-9, 12-13, 22, 31-1

To obey the Scriptural command, “Come out from among them, and be ye
separate,” 1s to incur society’s frown; but this frown, more than flatteries,
enables one to be Christian.

To fall away from Truth in times of persecution, shows that we never
understood Truth.

Attempts to conciliate society and so gain dominion over mankind, arise
from worldly weakness. He who leaves all for Christ forsakes popularity and
gains Christianity.

The cross is the central emblem of history. It is the lodestar in the
demonstration of Christian healing, — the demonstration by which sin and
sickness are destroyed.

15:18-20
We must resolve to take up the cross, and go forth with honest hearts to
work and watch for wisdom, Truth, and Love.

16:1-2
A great sacrifice of material things must precede this advanced spiritual
understanding.

22:13 Occupy

“Occupy till I come!” Wait for your reward, and “be not weary in well
doing.” If your endeavors are beset by fearful odds, and you receive no
present reward, go not back to error, nor become a sluggard in the race.

448:26-2

If the student adheres strictly to the teachings of Christian Science and
ventures not to break its rules, he cannot fail of success in healing. It is
Christian Science to do right, and nothing short of right-doing has any claim
to the name. To talk the right and live the wrong is foolish deceit, doing
one’s self the most harm. Fettered by sin yourself, it is difficult to free
another from the fetters of disease. With your own wrists manacled, it is
hard to break another’s chains.



48:10, 21, 25-27

Remembering the sweat of agony which fell in holy benediction on the grass
of Gethsemane, shall the humblest or mightiest disciple murmur when he
drinks from the same cup, and think, or even wish, to escape the exalting
ordeal of sin’s revenge on its destroyer? Truth and Love bestow few palms
until the consummation of a life-work.

Peter would have smitten the enemies of his Master, but Jesus forbade him,
thus rebuking resentment or animal courage. He said: “Put up thy sword.”

Pale in the presence of his own momentous question, “What is Truth,” Pilate
was drawn into acquiescence with the demands of Jesus’ enemies.

49:1-12, 14-29 (to cross)

The women at the cross could have answered Pilate’s question. They knew
what had inspired their devotion, winged their faith, opened the eyes of their
understanding, healed the sick, cast out evil, and caused the disciples to say
to their Master: “Even the devils are subject unto us through thy name.”

Where were the seventy whom Jesus sent forth? Were all conspirators save
eleven? Had they forgotten the great exponent of God? Had they so soon lost
sight of his mighty works, his toils, privations, sacrifices, his divine
patience, sublime courage, and unrequited affection?

The meek demonstrator of good, the highest instructor and friend of man,
met his earthly fate alone with God. No human eye was there to pity, no arm
to save. Forsaken by all whom he had blessed, this faithful sentinel of God at
the highest post of power, charged with the grandest trust of heaven, was
ready to be transformed by the renewing of the infinite Spirit. He was to
prove that the Christ is not subject to material conditions, but is above the
reach of human wrath, and is able, through Truth, Life, and Love, to triumph
over sin, sickness, death, and the grave.

The priests and rabbis, before whom he had meekly walked, and those to
whom he had given the highest proofs of divine power, mocked him on the
CTOSS...

50:26-31



The burden of that hour was terrible beyond human conception. The distrust
of mortal minds, disbelieving the purpose of his mission, was a million times
sharper than the thorns which pierced his flesh. The real cross, which Jesus
bore up the hill of grief, was the world’s hatred of Truth and Love.

407:6

Man’s enslavement to the most relentless masters — passion, selfishness,
envy, hatred, and revenge — is conquered only by a mighty struggle. Every
hour of delay makes the struggle more severe. If man is not victorious over
the passions, they crush out happiness, health, and manhood. Here Christian
Science 1s the sovereign panacea, giving strength to the weakness of mortal
mind, — strength from the immortal and omnipotent Mind, — and lifting
humanity above itself into purer desires, even into spiritual power and good-
will to man.

28:24-28, 29

To suppose that persecution for righteousness’ sake belongs to the past, and
that Christianity to-day is at peace with the world because it is honored by
sects and societies, 1s to mistake the very nature of religion. The trials
encountered by prophet, disciple, and apostle, “of whom the world was not
worthy,” await, in some form, every pioneer of truth.

39:1

Meekly our Master met the mockery of his unrecognized grandeur. Such
indignities as he received, his followers will endure until Christianity’s last
triumph. He won eternal honors. He overcame the world, the flesh, and all
error, thus proving their nothingness. He wrought a full salvation from sin,
sickness, and death. We need “Christ, and him crucified.” We must have
trials and self-denials, as well as joys and victories, until all error is
destroyed.



